
 

PS89Q 5th Grade Passport Social Studies 

 

Grade: 5th  Unit: 3  Case Study 1 United 

States  

Time Frame: January–mid February  

Essential Question:  How do key forces 

and events shape a nation?  

Focus Questions:  
*How do geographic features and regional characteristics influence human settlement, land use and economic 
activity? 
* How are the culturally rich traditions (art, music, dance, sports) across the United States a reflection of the 
diversity of the nation? 
* How does a country’s interpretation of its history reflect on its culture? 
* How have forces and events in United States history led to the growth and transformation of the nation? 
* In what ways does the political system in the United States address the needs of the diverse people of the 
nation? 
* What civil rights challenges and opportunities do the people of the United States face today? 
* What factors have shaped or challenged the economic development of the United States? 
* What were the pros and cons of Westward Expansion in America? 

Student Outcomes:  

*Students use a variety of specialized maps to 
analyze and evaluate how the physical 
environment of the United States influences human 
population distribution, land use, and economic 
activity. 
* Students explore how the culture and beliefs of 
American regions are a reflection of the people 
who make up the area 
* Students analyze important people in the growth 
and development of the United States of America 
in the 19th century 
* Using primary and secondary sources, students 
analyze key events related to three common 
elements historically found in the growth of new 
nations: cause and effect, different perspectives 
and conflict  

*Students learnt o corroborate or challenge historical 
claims about Westward Expansion 
* Students analyze the challenges and opportunities the 
people of the United States faced during growth and 
transformation of the country 
* Students explore how the political system of the United 
State meets the needs of its diverse population in different 
ways  
* Students describe the factors that shaped the economic 
development of the United States 
* Students examine the economic relationship that the 
United States has to its neighbors in the Western 
Hemisphere  
* Students form opinions about current events in the 
United States today, including issues of civil rights  

Assessment : End of Unit: 

End of Unit Test  
Vocabulary quick checks using plickers 

Creating a poster to showcase geography, culture and 
history of the United States – student created rubric  

Extension Activities:  
Create a diorama or poster to show life during Western Expansion (Gold Rush, Oregon Trail, or Homesteading) 

 


